
WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO SIN? 

 In the time of Israel’s  terrible apostasy, Hosea 13:12 tells us “ The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up; his 

sin is hid. “  Has this happened to modern Israel?  Has sin become invisible?  Is it bound up and put out of 

sight? 

 The word ‘sin’ has well nigh disappeared from the vocabulary of post millennial preachers and people 

as though it didn’t exist anymore.  And repentance for sin is rarely heard from the pulpits of today.  What 

ever happened to sin?  Has it mutated into something that doesn’t call for repentance and confession any-

more?  Is it now just a heredity trait or a social disorder, or a result of child abuse?   

 Sin and repentance for sin has always been a cornerstone of the gospel of salvation.  John the Baptist, 

the fore-runner of Jesus came preaching,  “ Repent ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”  And when Je-

sus Himself began His ministry He came saying,  “ The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of heaven is t hand; 

repent and believe the gospel. “ 

 If repentance for sin was the burden of the preaching of John the Baptist and of Jesus Himself, why is it 

not being preached today?  What has been happening instead is described in the following from 2SM p. 19: 

“  Some open revival meetings, and by this means call large numbers into the church. But when the excite-

ment is over, where are the converted ones? Repentance and confession of sin are not seen. The sinner is 

entreated to believe in Christ and accept Him, without regard to his past life of sin and rebellion. The heart is 

not broken. There is no contrition of soul. The supposed converted ones have not fallen upon the Rock, 

Christ Jesus. “  

 Especially now, in this day of atonement when the judgment is going on for the dead and soon to pass 

to the living should repentance and forsaking of sins be the burden of the messages heard in our churches. 

Acts 3:19 says,  “ Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of 

refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. “  This is what is needed if we want to have God’s seal 

placed upon our forehead.  “ Only those who, in their attitude before God, are filling the position of those 

who are repenting and confessing their sins in the great anti-typical day of atonement, will be recognized 

and marked as worthy of God’s protection. The names of those who are steadfastly looking and waiting and 

watching for the appearing of their Saviour—more earnestly and wishfully than they who wait for the morn-

ing—will be numbered with those who are sealed “  TM p. 445. 

 Not only will God’s people feel repentant for their own past sins but they will also be deeply con-

cerned for the obvious sins that are besetting their fellow believers.  “ The true people of God, who have the 

spirit of the work of the Lord and the salvation of souls at heart, will ever view sin in its real, sinful char-

acter. They will always be on the side of faithful and plain dealing with sins which easily beset the people of 

God. Especially in the closing work for the church, in the sealing time of the one hundred and forty-four 

thousand who are to stand without fault before the throne of God, will they feel most deeply the wrongs 

of God’s professed people. This is forcibly set forth by the prophet’s illustration of the last work under the 

figure of the men each having a slaughter weapon in his hand. One man among them was clothed with lin-

en, with a writer’s inkhorn by his side. “And the Lord said unto him, Go through the midst of the city, 

through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and that cry for all 

the abominations that be done in the midst thereof “   3T p. 266. 

“ The class who do not feel grieved over their own spiritual declension, nor mourn over the sins of others, 

will be left without the seal of God “   5T p. 211. 



 Christ is our example in this regard.  Hebrews 1:9 refers to Christ when it says,  “ Thou hast loved right-

eousness, and hated iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above 

thy fellows. “  And we also know that Christ loves the sinner while he hates the sin.  He is not willing that 

any should perish but that all should come to repentance.  But this wonderful truth has often been interpreted 

to mean that Christ will overlook sin in His followers. Many dissertations misrepresent Christ’s love and lead 

to a false concept that is ruinous to the soul.   

 The doctrine of once saved, always saved contributes largely to this concept.  As one Baptist theologian 

puts it,  “ The way a Christian lives, what he says, his character, his conduct, or his attitude toward other peo-

ple have nothing whatever to do with the salvation of his soul.”  According to this theology, it seems that 

once you have accepted Christ, He covers all further transgressions, even if they are unrepented of.  But the 

fallen churches are not alone in this false theology.  We also find this being taught among Seventh-day Ad-

ventists.  A good example of this is found in the book  ‘Beyond Belief’ by Jack Sequeira.   He states that  “ A 

believer is no longer under the law’s authority, sin can no longer bring upon the believer the law’s condem-

nation of eternal death. . .  There is a world of difference between sinning under the law and sinning under 

grace. . .  Stumbling under grace, falling into sin, does not deprive us of justification.  Neither does it bring 

condemnation.”   See ‘Beyond Belief ’ pages 163-166. 

 It is unfortunate that this teaching is equated by some people as the 1888 message.  But that is a danger-

ous misconception.  Job exclaimed,  “ If I sin, then thou markest me, and thou wilt not acquit me from mine 

iniquity “  Job 10:14.  We also have this warning in  1SM p. 115:   “ I must speak the truth to all. Those who 

have accepted the light from God’s Word are never, never to leave an impression upon human minds that 

God will serve with their sins. His Word defines sin as the transgression of the law. “ 

 And in PP p. 238 we read,  “ It shows that God will by no means clear the guilty. He sees sin in His 

most favored ones, and He deals with it in them even more strictly than in those who have less light and 

responsibility. “ 

 Inspiration is replete with warnings against this concept of being justified and saved in your sins.  The 

following passage from Inspiration speaks clearly to this point. 

 “ Those who are teaching this doctrine today have much to say in regard to faith and the righteousness 

of Christ; but they pervert the truth, and make it serve the cause of error. They declare that we have only to 

believe on Jesus Christ, and that faith is all-sufficient; that the righteousness of Christ is to be the sinner’s cre-

dentials; that this imputed righteousness fulfils the law for us, and that we are under no obligation to obey 

the law of God. This class claim that Christ came to save sinners, and that he has saved them. “I am saved,” 

they will repeat over and over again. But are they saved while transgressing the law of Jehovah?—No; for the 

garments of Christ’s righteousness are not a cloak for iniquity. Such teaching is a gross deception, and Christ 

becomes to these persons a stumbling-block as he did to the Jews,—to the Jews because they would not re-

ceive him as their personal Saviour; to these professed believers in Christ, because they separate Christ and 

the Law, and regard faith as a substitute for obedience. They separate the Father and the Son, the Saviour of 

the world. Virtually they teach, both by precept and example, that Christ, by his death, saves men in their 

transgressions “   ST February 25, 1897. 

 The only way we can know we are keeping God’s way or not is by our obedience to His law.  “ And 

hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments “  1 John 2:3.   Sn is the transgression 

of the law and if sin has disappeared, it follows that the law must also have ceased to exist.  Heaven forbid! 


