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 “ While our salvation is wholly dependent upon Jesus, yet we have a work to do in order that we shall 

be saved. The apostle says, “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it is God which wor-

keth in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.” The work that we are to do is not independent of 

what God is to do, but a work of cooperation with God. The power and the grace of God is to be wrought 

into the heart by the divine Worker, but some go astray here, claiming that man has a work to do that is 

wholly independent of any work of God. Another class take the other extreme, and say that man is free from 

all obligation, because God does the whole work—both the willing and doing. But the true ground to take is 

that the human will must be in subjection to the divine will. The will of man is not to be forced into coopera-

tion with divine agencies, but must be voluntarily submitted. Man has no power of himself to work out his 

own salvation. Salvation must be the result of cooperation with divine power, and God will not do that for 

man which he can do for himself. Man is wholly dependent on the grace of Christ. He has no power to move 

one step in the direction of Christ unless the Spirit of God draws him. The Holy Spirit is continually drawing 

the soul, and will continue to draw until by persistent refusal the sinner grieves away the tender messenger 

of God. { 

 In the heavenly councils it has been decided by what means and methods the grace of Christ shall 

prove effectual in saving the soul. And it is clear that unless the sinner consents to be drawn, unless he will 

cooperate with divine agencies, the end will not be attained. The work to be done is a united work. The di-

vine and the human are to work together, and the sinner is to depend upon grace, while rendering willing 

obedience to the dictates of the Spirit of God. “Work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; for it 

is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure. 

 God has endowed men with reason and with intellectual faculties, but if these are untrained, left uncul-

tivated, men will become like the savage heathen. The mind must be cultivated, and it is necessary that teach-

ers present line upon line and precept upon precept, guiding and training the free-will moral agent so that he 

shall understand what it is to cooperate with God. God works in the human agent by the light of truth, and 

the mind, enlightened by truth, is capable of seeing truth in distinction from error.  

 Open to the light of truth, free from prejudice, unbound by the opinions and traditions of men, the en-

lightened mind clearly sees the evidences of the truth, and believes it as from God. The man enlightened by 

truth will not call falsehood truth, and light darkness. The Spirit reveals to the mind the things of God, and to 

him who cooperates with God is the realization that a Divine Presence is hovering near. When the heart is 

open to Jesus and the mind responds to the truth, Jesus abides in the soul. The Spirit’s energy works in the 

heart, and leads the inclinations toward Jesus. By living faith, the Christian places entire dependence on di-

vine power, expecting that God will and do that which is according to his good pleasure. As fast as the soul 

resolves and acts in accordance with the light that is revealed, the Spirit takes the things of God and gives 

more light to the soul.  

“As many as received him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, even to them that believed on 

his name.” “And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the 

only-begotten of the Father), full of grace and truth.” The Spirit of God is not commissioned to do our part of 

the work, either in willing or doing. It is the work of the human agent to cooperate with divine agencies. As 



soon as we incline our will to harmonize with God’s will, the grace of Christ is supplied to cooperate with 

our resolve. But it is not to be a substitute to do our work,—to work in spite of our resolutions and actions. 

Therefore, our success in the Christian life will not be because of an abundance of light and evidence, but will 

depend upon our acceptation of the light given, upon the rousing of the energies, and operating with the 

heavenly ministers appointed of God to work for the salvation of the soul. 

 If the sinner or the backslider settles himself in sin, the light of heaven may flash about him to no pur-

pose, as it did about Saul when the bewitching power of the world’s deception was upon him. Unless the hu-

man agent inclines his will to do the will of God, as finally Saul did, the light will shine in vain, and a thou-

sand-fold more light and evidence would do no good. God knows when the sinner has sufficient evidence, 

and says to such, “They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.” “If they hear not Moses and the 

prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from the dead.”  

 Paul had a terrible awakening when the light from heaven flashed upon him, and a voice said to him, 

“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?” Paul answered, “Who art thou, Lord?” And Christ said, “I am Jesus 

whom thou persecutest; it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.” And the Lord said, “Arise, and go into 

the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.” The Lord always gives the human agent his work to do. 

Paul was to work in compliance with the divine command. If Saul had said, “Lord, I am not in the least in-

clined to follow your directions in working out my salvation,” then, should the Lord have showered upon 

him a light tenfold as bright, it would have been useless. It is man’s part to cooperate with the divine. Here is 

where the conflict is to be sternest, hardest, and most fierce—in yielding the will and way to God’s will and 

way, relying upon the gracious influences which God has exerted upon the human soul throughout all the 

life. The man must do the work of inclining. “For it is God that worketh in you both to will and to do.” The 

character of the actions will testify what has been the nature of the resolve. The doing was not in accordance 

with feeling and natural inclination, but in harmony with the will of the Father in heaven. Follow and obey 

the leadings of the Holy Spirit; obey not the voice of the deceiver, which is in harmony with the unsancti-

fied will, but obey the impulse God has given. This is what the heavenly intelligences are constantly 

working to have us do,—the will of our Father which is in heaven.  

 Everything is at stake. Will the human agent cooperate with divine agencies to will and to do? If a man 

places his will on the side of God’s will, fully surrendering self to do his will, the rubbish will be cleared from 

the door of the heart, the defiance of the soul will be broken down, and Jesus will enter to abide as a welcome 

guest. “  ST Feb. 12, 1894 

 

“ The work of gaining salvation is one of co-partnership, a joint operation. There is to be co-

operation between God and the repentant sinner. This is necessary for the formation of right princi-

ples in the character. Man is to make earnest efforts to overcome that which hinders him from at-

taining to perfection. But he is wholly dependent upon God for success. Human effort of itself is 

not sufficient. Without the aid of divine power it avails nothing. God works and man works. Re-

sistance of temptation must come from man, who must draw his power from God. On the one side 

there is infinite wisdom, compassion, and power; on the other, weakness, sinfulness, absolute help-

lessness. “  Acts of The Apostles, p. 482. 


