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CONFUSING THE TRUTH OF PERFECTION 

 We know that Satan hates the law of God and he hates the truth that will produce a people who per-

fectly “ keep the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus “ and are “ without fault before the throne of 

God. “  Therefore he has done his utmost to confuse or discredit this truth.  As a result,  “ The human agent 

sees what he has to contend with—a strange power opposed to the idea of attaining the perfection that 

Christ holds out. But with Christ there is saving power that will gain for him victory in the conflict. The Sav-

iour will strengthen and help him as he comes pleading for grace and efficiency “   6BC p.1098. 

 Today we are witnessing some serious affronts against the truth of the perfection of the last generation 

of God’s people. Surprisingly, the opposition is coming from two opposite directions.  We are seeing the offi-

cial church denying this cardinal doctrine, but this does not come as a big surprise to any Adventist who is 

enlightened on the truth of the Third Angel’s message.  However, it is rather shocking to see a well-known 

independent ministry which has a reputation for being a fundamental and conservative also denying the 

truth of the perfection of the final generation. 

 The official church published three books in 2019 which deny the truths of the Three Angels Messages.  

One book is by George Knight, one is by a group of seminary professors at Andrews University, and the 

third one is by Reinder Bruisnsma, former president of the Dutch Union.  What these writers have in com-

mon is their denial that Christ will ever have a perfected people who no longer need forgiveness.  They make 

no distinction between the kind of perfection we can have during probationary time and that which is need-

ed to stand after Christ has ceased His intercession in the heavenly sanctuary. As Angel Manuel Rodrigues 

summed it up in the Review of Aug.13, 2019,  “ But true Christian perfection cannot be separated from the 

eternal efficacy of the cross and our constant reliance on its forgiving power.  Christian perfection is a con-

stant growth in grace accompanied by a constant reliance on God’s forgiving grace. “  Here perfection is 

equated to keeping your sins forgiven.  This is typical evangelical teaching. 

 Then comes this contradictory statement which tries to reconcile two mutually exclusive concepts.  He 

wrote,  “ We will perfectly reproduce the character of Christ in our lives through growth in grace and by 

absolutely relying every day in Christ’s forgiving grace. “  How can a rational mind equate a perfect repro-

duction of Christ’s character while at the same time relying every day in Christ’s forgiving grace?  Did Christ 

have to rely every day on forgiving grace?  Was that the example He left for us? There was no forgiving 

grace available to Him because He had no intercessor to provide that benefit to Him.  Neither will the 

144,000 have an intercessor to provide them with forgiving grace if they should fall.  The words of Jeremiah 

8:9 seem relevant here.  “ The wise men (scholars) are ashamed, they are dismayed and taken: lo, they have 

rejected the word of the LORD; and what wisdom is in them? “  

 However, should we expect to hear the truth coming from men like George Knight and most of the 

scholars from Andrews University?  However, when we read the same sentiments coming from a conserva-

tive, independent ministry, it comes as quite a shock. In the April, 2020 issue of the Amazing Discoveries 

magazine, there was an article by Sonica Veith, the wife of Dr. Walter Veith entitled ‘Christian Perfection in 

the Writings of Ellen G. White.’   In this article we find the same errors that are being advocated by the liberal 

scholars and theologians in our schools and universities.  There is the same confusion over the kind of perfec-

tion that we can have during probationary time and that which is needed to stand after the close of proba-

tion.  Coming from a conservative independent ministry, it can deceive many conservative-minded people 

who would not suspect such errors to come from that source.  But that is how Satan will try to deceive even 

the very elect.   
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 In her article, the author wrote the following:  “ We have seen that only the God head, and Jesus in His 

human form, the unfallen angels, other unfallen worlds and Adam and Eve before their fall, can be seen as 

sinless. “  This comes at the end of a section which deals with the sinlessness of the human nature of Christ.  

Unfortunately, she quotes most extensively from a letter which Ellen White wrote to a certain Elder Baker 

who was teaching that Christ was a sinner just like us until His divinity entered into Him at His baptism 

through the Holy Spirit descending upon Him.  After that He was perfectly sinless.   

 It is understandable that in trying to counteract Elder Baker’s extreme position, Ellen White would 

stress the sinlessness of Christ’s spiritual nature all through His lifetime.  She never presented to him the oth-

er facets regarding His lower nature where she states that Christ  “took upon Him our sinful nature “  (RH 

Dec.15, 1896) or where she wrote that He “took fallen, suffering human nature, degraded and defiled by 

sin.”  (4BC p. 1147)  But by quoting just the select passages which uphold the sinless aspect of Christ’s spiritu-

al nature, the author of the article comes to the conclusion that we can never become like Christ in character.  

She failed to show the difference between what Christ took and what He developed in His humanity.  She 

failed to show what was in His flesh in contrast to what was in His mind.  

 Christ took upon Him our sinful heredity after 4000 years of sin, with “all the strength of passion of hu-

manity ” (IHP p. 155). “He realized the strength of indulged appetite and of unholy passion” (1SM p. 271).  

All these things were in His lower nature, inherited from His forbears.  But never did He yield to the tempta-

tions from the lower nature.  “His spiritual nature was free from every taint of sin “  (ST Dec.9, 1897).  In oth-

er words, His mind was never tainted by even one sin.  And G.C. p. 623 tells us that  “ He had kept His Fa-

ther’s commandments, and there was no sin in Him that Satan could use to his advantage. This is the condi-

tion in which those must be found who shall stand in the time of trouble. “  This tells us that the remnant 

who are sealed and stand during the time of trouble will also have no sin in their spiritual nature. 

 By confusing the difference between holy flesh and a holy character, the author comes to the conclusion 

that it is impossible that  “ sinlessness can be reached on this earth of sin” (p.44)  and so “ we can safely say 

that this condition will only exist once we have been translated ”  (p. 44).  She also states that  “ Mrs. White 

does not clearly expand on the state God’s people will be in during the sealing time, but based on the availa-

ble statements, though sealed, their sinful natures will only be transformed at Jesus coming into the same 

unfallen state of Adam and Eve before they fell ”  (p. 44).  Unfortunately, she never defined which nature is 

transformed at Christ’s coming?  It isn’t our spiritual nature. It is our vile, body according to Philippians 3:21. 

 Ellen White does elaborate on the spiritual state of the sealed 144,000?   We just read from Great Con-

troversy p. 623 which describes the 144,000 as being without sin as Christ was in His humanity.  We also have 

statements that speak of the saints being   “ wholly transformed into the likeness of Christ “ when they are 

sealed by the latter rain.  See TM p. 506.  And 5T p.475 depicts them as being  “ eternally secure from the 

tempters devices. . . nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of the world. “  In G.C. p. 620 they are depict-

ed as being without any sin, not even any remembrance of past sins in their mind 

 We need to avoid a confusion between the vile, sinful body, and the mind and character, the spiritual 

nature. The spiritual nature must be wholly transformed into Christ’s likeness before He ceases His interces-

sion.  Note the following:  “When Christ shall come, our vile bodies are to be changed, and made like His 

glorious body; but the vile character will not be made holy then. The transformation of character must take 

place before His coming. Our natures must be pure and holy; we must have the mind of Christ, that He 

may behold with pleasure His image reflected upon our souls “  OHC p. 278. 
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 Denying the truth of the sinless perfection of character of the last generation leads to another error—that 

the saints will always need and receive forgiveness, even after the close of probation.  On p. 43 of the article it 

states,  “ When she (Ellen White) says we may never say we are sinless, that means our sinful natures will al-

ways be a handicap and we will always need forgiveness. “  Because we should never say were are sinless 

doesn’t imply that we will never be sinless. We are also told never to say we are saved, yet 7BC p. 969 tells us 

that we are saved when we are sealed.    

 But who will provide the forgiveness for sins committed after the intercession of Christ has ceased in the 

heavenly sanctuary and the censer depicted in Revelation 8:3-5 has been thrown down?  There is no more for-

giveness once the day of atonement is over.  “ We want to confess and forsake our sins and have them go 

beforehand to judgment that when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord, and He 

shall send Jesus, our sins will be blotted out “   5MR p.7 

 The Advent movement has been raised up to produce a people who will vindicate God’s law and reflect 

the image of Jesus perfectly through the indwelling Holy Spirit.  Revelation 14:12 points to them,  “ Here is the 

patience of the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of God, and the faith of Jesus. “  After their 

sins have been blotted out, Jeremiah 50:20 tells us,  “ In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniq-

uity of Israel shall be sought for, and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: 

for I will pardon them whom I reserve. “   See G.C. p. 485.  “ Their sins have gone beforehand to judgment and 

have been blotted out, and they cannot bring them to remembrance “   G.C. p. 620. 

 The perfection that the sealed saints will have is more than keeping their sins forgiven.  Note the follow-

ing:  “ The forgiveness of sins is not the sole result of the death of Jesus. He made the infinite sacrifice, not on-

ly that sin might be removed, but that human nature might be restored, rebeautified, reconstructed from its 

ruins, and made fit for the presence of God “   5T p. 537. 

 As we view the whole subject of perfection, we can see the difference between what is possible before 

the blotting out of sins and what is possible after Christ has made the final atonement for the saints.  We 

should never quote the statements which refer to what is possible and what is not possible during probation-

ary time as the criteria for what is possible for the sealed saints. Early Writings p. 71 gives us this warning:   

 “ I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord with-

out a high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God 

and are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully. “  

  Not recognizing the difference can create a lot of confusion and contradictions.  The perfection of the 

last generation who stand without a mediator will vindicate God’s character and law and will help to bring 

the great controversy to a close. But now we see how Satan is trying to prevent that from happening by lead-

ing people to think it will never happen before Christ comes the second time.  Yet we have this graphic de-

scription of the kind of people that will vindicate and glorify God in these end times. 

 “ The Lord Jesus is making experiments on human hearts through the exhibition of His mercy and abun-

dant grace. He is effecting transformations so amazing that Satan, with all his triumphant boasting, with all 

his confederacy of evil united against God and the laws of His government, stands viewing them as a fortress 

impregnable to his sophistries and delusions. . . .  The gift of His Holy Spirit, rich, full, and abundant, is to be 

to His church as an encompassing wall of fire, which the powers of hell shall not prevail against. In their un-

tainted purity and spotless perfection, Christ looks upon His people as the reward of all His suffering, His hu-

miliation, and His love, and the supplement of His glory “  TM p. 18. 


