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THE SECOND CALL TO THE MARRIAGE 

 In part one we looked at the first call to the marriage of Matthew 22 in connection with the 1888 mes-

sage. God’s professed people faced a serious crisis in 1888 which has had grave consequences for the church. 

There is much written material describing what happened there and what might have happened if the mes-

sage had been wholeheartedly accepted.  But that is history now.  And it is important that we learn the les-

sons from our past history. 

 Reading the Biblical narrative of the call to the marriage, we find that there were two calls given.  At the 

first call, the Bible tells us that “they would not come.” The second call was a more urgent call than the first 

but it was met with greater insult.  The eagerness of the King to have the guests come to the marriage is indi-

cated in Matthew 22:4:  “Again, he sent forth other servants, saying, Tell them which are bidden, Behold, I 

have prepared my dinner: my oxen and my fatlings are killed, and all things are ready: come unto the mar-

riage. “  We sense a greater urgency in the second call.  The King pleads with those that had been bidden, tell-

ing them that the dinner is prepared and all things are ready; come to the marriage. 

 The words “all things are ready” are very significant.  The time of wandering in the wilderness since the 

refusal to come at the first invitation is coming to a close.  The church is once again on the borders of the 

promised land.  There will not be another turning back into the wilderness.  Those who respond will be privi-

leged to cross over Jordan into the promised land.  Those who refuse will be shut out forever.  There will be 

no further opportunity to come at a later time.  Probation will be forever closed. 

 In spite of the urgency of the hour when the second call is given, those who give this call encounter a 

more determined resistance than those who gave the first call.  It tells us that  “ they made light of it, and 

went their ways, one to his farm, another to his merchandise.”  It was business as usual.  Earthly things were 

more important to them than being at the King’s wedding feast.  As the final appeals were made, the rejecters 

of the invitation manifested a determined hostility towards the messengers.  It tells us that  “the remnant took 

his servants, and entreated them spitefully, and slew them.”  But is it possible that the church could become a 

stage for hostility against those who carry the message of truth?  Note the following: 

 “This is an age of signal rejection of the grace God has purposed to bestow upon His people, that in the 

perils of the last days they may not be overcome by the prevailing iniquity and unite with the hostility of the 

world against God's remnant people. . .  In the very courts of the temple, scenes will be enacted that few 

realize. God's people will, be proved and tested, that He may discern "between him that serveth God and him 

that serveth Him not “  Evangelism p.592-593. 

 Here we see even greater animosity and hatred against the message and the messengers than happened 

at the first call given at Minneapolis in 1888.  It is similar to what happened when Joshua and Caleb were urg-

ing the congregation of Israel to go into the promised land in spite of the negative report brought back by the 

other ten spies.  The Bible tells us that “ all the congregation bade stone them with stones.”  Scenes similar to 

that will be enacted in the very courts of the temple.   

 The conflict surrounding the second call to the marriage is mirrored in this passage from Testimony to 

Minsters p.407.  “As the work of God's people moves forward with sanctified, resistless energy, planting the 

standard of Christ's righteousness in the church, moved by a power from the throne of God, the great contro-

versy will wax stronger and stronger, and will become more and more determined. Mind will be arrayed 

against mind, plans against plans, principles of heavenly origin against principles of Satan. Truth in its 

varied phases will be in conflict with error in its ever-varying, increasing forms, and which, if possible, will 
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deceive the very elect.”  Those who have fortified their minds with the truths of God’s Word and are strength-

ened by the presence of the Holy Spirit and holy angels will be enabled to withstand all the opposition that 

Satan and his angles might bring against them.  However, there will be a mighty shaking going on at that 

time.  There will be a change of leadership among God’s people. 

 “ But the days of purification of the church are hastening on apace. God will have a people pure and 

true. In the mighty sifting soon to take place we shall be better able to measure the strength of Israel. . . 

Those who have rendered supreme homage to "science falsely so called" will not be the leaders then. Those 

who have trusted to intellect, genius, or talent will not then stand at the head of rank and file. They did not 

keep pace with the light. Those who have proved themselves unfaithful will not then be entrusted with the 

flock. In the last solemn work few great men will be engaged. They are self-sufficient, independent of God, 

and He cannot use them. The Lord has faithful servants, who in the shaking, testing time will be disclosed to 

view “  5 Testimonies p.79-80. 

 At this time it will be surprising how brave and fearless God’s people will become who have been fear-

ful and timid heretofore.  The Bible tells us “In that day shall the LORD defend the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 

and he that is feeble among them at that day shall be as David; and the house of David shall be as God, as 

the angel of the LORD before them “  Zechariah 12:8.  We also read the inspired comment on this verse in 5 

Testimonies p.81.  “ When trees without fruit are cut down as cumberers of the ground, when multitudes of 

false brethren are distinguished from the true, then the hidden ones will be revealed to view, and with hosan-

nas range under the banner of Christ. Those who have been timid and self-distrustful will declare themselves 

openly for Christ and His truth. The most weak and hesitating in the church will be as David--willing to do 

and dare. The deeper the night for God's people, the more brilliant the stars. “  This will not be by human 

might or power, “but by My Spirit, saith the Lord of hosts “  Zechariah 4:6. 

 The great opposition that God’s people will face when the second call to the marriage is given will be 

from those who have known the truth but given it up for a false ‘saved in your sins’ gospel.  The greater the 

light one has had, the greater the darkness that overtakes when the light is abandoned.  The most evil intelli-

gence in the whole universe is the one who stood in the very presence of God and upon whom the light of the 

Shekinah glory shone in unsurpassed illumination.  When Lucifer turned away from that light, a correspond-

ing darkness took its place and made him capable of carrying out the most wicked and diabolical acts of cruel-

ty that has caused the whole universe to shudder. So those who have had the greatest light will manifest the 

greatest hostility against the messengers of truth. “ Men of talent and pleasing address, who once rejoiced in 

the truth, employ their powers to deceive and mislead souls. They become the most bitter enemies of their for-

mer brethren “  Great Controversy p.608. 

 The account in the parable does not end there.  It tells us what will happen when the rejecters of God’s 

truth have passed the bounds of His mercies and grace.  “But when the king heard thereof, he was wroth: 

and he sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.”  When the Jewish 

church rejected the One who had come to bring to them the message of grace and salvation, they passed the 

bounds of their probation and Jerusalem was destroyed and her people executed by the Roman soldiers as 

they sought refuge in the temple.  Likewise, we are warned that  “ Jerusalem is a representation of what the 

church will be if it refuses to walk in the light that God has given “  8 Testimonies p.67.  We are not given the 

details of what actually will happen or when and how, but we know that if the church follows in the track of 

Jerusalem, it will suffer a similar fate.  That should cause serious reflection in these closing days of probation-

ary time. 
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 We have been given some forewarning of scenes that will take place when God’s messengers are des-

pised and abused. In EGW 1888 Materials p.1490-1491 we are told that  “ There will be messages borne; and 

those who have rejected the messages God has sent, will hear most startling declarations. The Holy Spirit 

will invest the announcement with a sanctity and solemnity which will appear terrible in the ears of those 

who have heard the pleadings of infinite love, and have not responded to the offers of pardon and for-

giveness. Injured and insulted Deity will speak, proclaiming the sins that have been hidden. As the priests 

and rulers, full of indignation and terror, sought refuge in flight at the cleansing of the temple, so will it be in 

the work for these last days. The woes that will be pronounced upon those who had light from heaven, and 

did not heed it, they will feel, but they will have no power to act.” 

 The Third Angel is represented as having a fearful work to do because of the fearful consequences to 

those who reject his message as he makes a final call to come to the marriage.  “ I then saw the third angel. 

Said my accompanying angel, "Fearful is his work. Awful is his mission. He is the angel that is to select the 

wheat from the tares, and seal, or bind, the wheat for the heavenly garner. These things should engross the 

whole mind, the whole attention “  Early Writings p.118. 

  As we read about the awful solemnity of his work, we see how tragic it is to reject God’s great love and 

grace.  We are told that  “ Man was the crowning act of the creation of God, made in the image of God, and 

designed to be a counterpart of God. . . Man is very dear to God, because he was formed in His own image” 

“My Life Today p.126.  God longs to enter into an eternal fellowship with him.  But His overtures of love 

have been persistently scorned and rejected.  The time is soon coming when His overtures will cease.  Mercy 

and grace will step down from the throne and justice will take their place. On the other hand, those who 

have responded to the call to the marriage will experience the joy of the at-one-ment with Christ and will be 

filled with the fullness of the Spirit. With the seal of the latter rain upon them, they will do a marvelous work 

to enlighten the whole world with the glory of God.  The prophecies will be fulfilled,  “Arise, shine; for thy 

light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, 

and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and his glory shall be seen upon thee. 

And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of thy rising “  Isaiah 60:1-3.   

Oh, the marriage is now ready, and the Lord’s great work is done. 

And the guests have been invited to the marriage of His Son. 

But the earthly bride is lingering, unresponsive to His love, 

While the Bridegroom waits in anguish for His bride that will not come. 

How the cry goes up to heaven, from this sin cursed world below 

All creation groans together ‘neath the load of sin and woe 

Yet the bride clings to her idols, she is loath to let them go, 

Christ is waiting, Christ is pleading for His Bride that will not come.  

Jesus need not suffer longer; He can make an end of sin. 

He will consummate the marriage when His people enter in. 

Seek repentance, seek forgiveness, cleanse your heart from every sin. 

Do not keep your Savior waiting for His bride that will not come.  


