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 HIGHER AND BETTER THINGS 

 Those who are serious students of the Inspired writings will probably find the Sabbath School Lessons 

of the past few years  rather elementary and repetitive.  They seem to be going over the same ground, dealing 

with the obvious things we have heard many times.  It is as though God has never given us  advanced, pre-

sent truth which is of vital importance for us to understand.  They don’t seem to be able to get beyond the 

milk of the Word.  They don’t seem to recognise what we are told in Early Writings p.63 that  “it is present 

truth that the flock needs now.”    

 Perhaps the editors of the lesson quarterly feel that the rank and file members of the Sabbath School are 

not capable of handling more challenging truths.  But if they are never confronted with deeper concepts and 

higher truths, how will they ever grow in spiritual understanding?  They will remain babes for the rest of 

their lives and be wholly unprepared for the end-time issues that precede the close of probation. 

In Hebrews 5:12— 6:1 we read,  “For when for the time ye ought to be teachers, ye have need that one teach 

you again which be the first principles of the oracles of God; and are become such as have need of milk, and 

not of strong meat. For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a babe. 

But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, even those who by reason of use have their senses ex-

ercised to discern both good and evil. Therefore leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on 

unto perfection . . . “ 

The reason why the message of 1888 was rejected and the outpouring of the latter rain hindered was the fail-

ure of the people, and especially the leadership, to move forward with the advancing light that came to them 

at the Minneapolis conference. In view of their failure, Ellen White wrote the following in the Review of Feb-

ruary 25, 1890. 

“ There are old, yet new truths still to be added to the treasures of our knowledge. We do not understand or 

exercise faith as we should. Christ has made rich promises in regard to bestowing the Holy Spirit upon his 

church, and yet how little these promises are appreciated! We are not called to worship and serve God by 

the use of the means employed in former years. God requires higher service now than ever before. He re-

quires the improvement of the heavenly gifts. He has brought us into a position where we need higher 

and better things than have ever been needed before. The slumbering Church must be aroused, awakened 

out of its spiritual lethargy, to a realization of the important duties which have been left undone. The people 

have not entered into the holy place, where Jesus has gone to make an atonement for his children. We need 

the Holy Spirit in order to understand the truths for this time; but there is spiritual drought in the churches, 

and we have accustomed ourselves to be easily satisfied with our standing before God. We say that we are 

rich and increased with goods and have need of nothing, while we are poor, and wretched, and miserable, 

and blind, and naked “  RH February 25, 1890. 

We have always had the truth of 1 John 1:9 which presents the assurance of forgiveness and justification to 

those who confess their sins.  That is a precious truth which we will always cherish, but it is a past, precious 

truth.  The message for today holds out the promise of the complete fulfillment of the new covenant experi-

ence—the blotting out of sins with its shameful memory, and justification, full and complete. See GC p. 484. 

We have always had the assurance of 1 John 2:1-2,  “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye 

sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.”  But the mes-

sage for today points to the closing work in the heavenly sanctuary through which “The remnant of Israel 

shall not do iniquity, nor speak lies; neither shall a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth “  Zephaniah 
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3:13.  It points to the time when they will be “eternally secure from the tempters devices ” ( 5 Testimonies 

p.475 ) and will no longer need an advocate to make propitiation for their sinning.  It will prepare the rem-

nant for the time depicted in this passage from  7 Bible Commentary, p. 989.  “The One who has stood as our 

intercessor; who hears all penitential prayers and confessions; who is represented with a rainbow, the sym-

bol of grace and love, encircling His head, is soon to cease His work in the heavenly sanctuary. Grace and 

mercy will then descend from the throne, and justice will take their place. He for whom His people have 

looked will assume His right--the office of Supreme Judge.” 

We have always had the assurance that those who die in the Lord will be raised again when Christ comes to 

bring the reward of life eternal to His faithful people.  And that is a precious truth.  But the message for to-

day holds out the hope of never tasting  death.  In John 6:50-51, Jesus said,  “This is the bread which cometh 

down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. I am the living bread which came down from 

heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever. . . “  And He repeated the same truth in John 8:51,  

“Verily, verily, I say unto you, If a man keep my saying, he shall never see death.” 

Now we know that to the people of His time, Christ’s words were intended to assure His followers that 

their death is actually a sleep, rather than an eternal death which will be experienced by the wicked at the 

end of the 1000 years.  But for those living under the proclamation of the Third Angels Message, His words 

have a deeper meaning.  Those who will be judged faithful in the judgment of the living are described in 

Early Writings p.15.  “ The 144,000 were all sealed and perfectly united. On their foreheads was written, 

God, New Jerusalem, and a glorious star containing Jesus' new name.”  This company of people are des-

tined to be translated without seeing death. They are a special group who receive special honors in the king-

dom of heaven. They will be the only ones permitted to enter the glorious temple on Mt. Zion where their 

names are inscrolled on plates of gold in that special temple erected just for the 144,000.  “But as it is written, 

Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath pre-

pared for them that love him “  1 Corinthians 2:9. 

Christ will do nothing for or in us without our cooperation.  But how can we cooperate unless we know 

what He desires to accomplish for us?  The Bible tells us that  “My people are destroyed for lack of 

knowledge “  Hosea 4:6.  And in Signs of The Times, April 22, 1889 we read, “Our greatest danger lies in our 

tendency to refuse increased light, and our only safety is to see and understand for ourselves "what saith the 

Lord.” 

We will be accountable for what we could have learned but either refused to learn or were too indolent to 

learn. The Wiseman tells us,  “Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understand-

ing. . . Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting get understanding “  

Proverbs 3:13, 4:7. 

It is too late in the day to keep reviewing the truths we have heard many times and upon which we should 

be fully established.  It would be well to follow what it says in Hebrews 6:1.  It tells us  “Therefore leaving 

the principles of the doctrine of Christ, let us go on unto perfection.”  We are facing the time when God’s 

people will need to attain to the high standard of perfection, the kind of perfection which will enable them 

to stand before God without a mediator.  How many truly comprehend what that means or how it will be 

accomplished. That is something that has never been expected of any generation since the man was cast out 

of Eden.  

 “ I also saw that many do not realize what they must be in order to live in the sight of the Lord without a 

high priest in the sanctuary through the time of trouble. Those who receive the seal of the living God and 
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are protected in the time of trouble must reflect the image of Jesus fully “  Early Writings, p. 71. 

It is of utmost importance that we have a clear understanding of present truth which will prepare us to stand 

after probation has closed and the intercession of Christ has ceased.  The situation today is critical.  “The  

world is a second Sodom; the end is right upon us, and is it reasonable to think that there is no message to 

make ready a people to stand in the day of God's preparation? Why is there so little eyesight?”  11 Manu-

script Release, p.295. 

The promise is that  “If any man will do his will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God “ be-

cause he will receive the Holy Spirit to guide him into all truth.  But we are also warned that “He that turneth 

away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination “  Proverbs 28:9.  We need to seek to 

know the  truth that is “to make ready a people to stand in the day of God’s preparation.” 

 “Coming events of a solemn character are opening before us, and God would not have any one of us think 

that in these last days there is no more that we need to know. This is a continual snare of Satan. He [God] 

would not have us meet coming events without that special preparation which is essential to guide us 

through every difficulty “  11 Manuscript Release p. 88. 

Today it isn’t business as usual.  Christ has admonished us that  “We are not called to worship and serve 

God by the use of the means employed in former years. God requires higher service now than ever be-

fore. . . He has brought us into a position where we need higher and better things than have ever been 

needed before “  RH Feb.25, 1890.  And the only place where we can access those higher and better things is 

from the most holy place of the heavenly sanctuary where Christ has gone to make the final atonement for 

His children.  Psalm 77:13 tells us, “Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God. “  

That is where our eyes and our attention should be focused.   

And we can see how urgent it is for us to follow Christ in His closing work in the sanctuary because of the 

critical time that lies just before us.  In 15 Manuscript Release, p. 86 we read,  “The time of trouble is before 

us. The angels are, as it were, just loosening the four winds, but they cannot loose them yet. The church is too 

far behind her privileges. The people of God are too indolent. Many are unfaithful; many are unclean and 

polluted. We are not prepared for the crisis. The question is, How long will God wait for our tardy move-

ments? Instead of lying before God in humility, man has exalted himself and has indulged in high ideas of 

his own importance and loftiness, and his eyes have been closed to the glory of Christ.” 

As we face this end time, we need to seriously ponder what we just read in the above passage.  “The ques-

tion is, How long will God wait for our tardy movements?”  Someone will knock when the door is shut.  

Some  “shall wander from sea to sea, and from the north even to the east, they shall run to and fro to seek the 

word of the LORD, and shall not find  it “  Amos 8:12.  The choices we make today will determine where we 

will be when probationary time has run out and salvation is past.  

 

  

 


