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1888—FIRST CALL TO THE MARRIAGE  (PART ONE ) 

 In Great Controversy p.426 it groups a number of Biblical passages which it tells us are all descriptions 

of the same event. Here is what it says: “The coming of Christ as our high priest to the most holy place, for 

the cleansing of the sanctuary, brought to view in Daniel 8:14; the coming of the Son of man to the Ancient of 

days, as presented in Daniel 7:13; and the coming of the Lord to his temple, foretold by Malachi, are descrip-

tions of the same event; and this is also represented by the coming of the bridegroom to the marriage, de-

scribed by Christ in the parable of the ten virgins, of Matthew 25.”   

 Then on page 428 it links up the two calls to the marriage of Matthew 22 as also referring to the same 

event. All of these passages have reference to what began in 1844.  Although the calls to the marriage spoken 

by Christ to the Jewish leaders had its initial application to the Jewish nation at that time, it has a special last 

day application for us today.  Christ came to the most holy place in 1844 for the marriage. 

 This parable describes the climactic hour when the judgment begins with the living.  It is very similar to 

the midnight call that awakened the 10 virgins when the Bridegroom came to the wedding.  Christ Object 

Lessons p. 307 tells us that  “ The parable of the wedding garment opens before us a lesson of the highest 

consequence. By the marriage is represented the union of humanity with divinity. . . “  This parable depicts 

the call that is given to God’s people to gather to the sanctuary to receive the at-one-ment between Christ and 

His people. It will be realized when He comes to the Ancient of Days as described in Daniel 7:9-14. 

 In this, part one of the ‘Call To The Marriage,’ we will look at what happened when the first call came 

to the church in 1888.  The Biblical account simply states,  “. . .and they would not come “  Matthew 22:1-3. 

We know that the marriage began to take place in 1844 when Christ entered the most holy place.  Those who 

in 1844 did not give up their faith after the disappointment understood the change of ministration. Through 

the truth shining from the heavenly sanctuary, Christ was trying to teach His people how He has purposed to 

restore the broken relationship  caused by the introduction of sin.  For over 5000 years since the fall, He has 

been wooing  humanity to enter into a courtship experience with Him preparatory to consummating the mar-

riage. During that time He has accepted the response from a sin-scarred fiancé, because that is all there was 

to be found.  It was as the Bible says,  “There is none righteous, no not one “  Romans 3:10. 

 Through all that time, Christ has been looking forward to having a bride that is holy and without blem-

ish.  That was His purpose in entering the most holy place.  It was to perform His last and greatest miracle of 

grace to undo all the damage which sin has caused.  It was to produce a bride that would be fit for a King. 

 In 1844 Christ made known to His faithful followers after the disappointment what His purpose was in 

going into the most holy place.  Ellen White writes of their experience when the light from the heavenly sanc-

tuary began to shine upon them.  In Counsels To Writers and Editors p. she stated,  “The passing of the time 

in 1844 was a period of great events, opening to our astonished eyes the cleansing of the sanctuary transpir-

ing in heaven, and having decided relation to God's people upon the earth. “  The light that came at that 

time was almost overwhelming, according to her testimony.  She wrote that “A true understanding of the 

sanctuary question means much to us as a people. When we were earnestly seeking the Lord for light on that 

question, light came. In vision I was given such a view of the heavenly sanctuary, and the ministration con-

nected with the holy place, that for many days I could not speak of it “  Upward Look p.199. 

 Those who accepted the Third  Angel’s message thereby indicated their desire to come to the marriage 

when it would be consummated.  But what happened when the invitation to the marriage was given in 1888 

is a mystery.  Many of the church leaders at that time had been active in extending the truth of the marriage 
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that was soon to take place.  They had worked hard to advance the light and prepare souls for the close of pro-

bationary time.  There were great leaders like Uriah Smith and George Butler and others like them who we 

would expect to be foremost in accepting the message which Christ had sent.  They were historic Adventists 

who had defended the faith against all opposition from the fallen churches and from those who had defected 

from the faith.  But tragically, these men were foremost in rejecting the call to the marriage.  They did not know 

what was in their hearts until the message tested them. 

 When we read in Inspiration what the message was all about, it tells us that it presented justification 

through faith in the surety.  It invited the people to receive the priceless gift of Christ’s righteousness, the wed-

ding garment.  It pointed the minds of the people to the most holy place where Christ had gone to “ask for His 

people, pardon and justification, full and complete”  Great Controversy p.484. “The efficacy of the blood of 

Christ was to be presented to the people with freshness and power, that their faith might lay hold upon its 

merits. “  Testimony To Ministers p. 92.  There is power in the blood, power not only to pardon and justify the 

repentant sinner, but to blot out all sins and bestow justification full and complete, 

 We are also told that “ There was but little love for God or man, and God gave to His messengers just 

what the people needed “  Testimonies to Ministers p.95.  As long as their love for God was cold or lukewarm 

and as long as their eyes were not directed to the Savior standing before the mercy seat ministering His blood 

on their behalf, they could not enter into a marriage union with Him.  According to RH Feb.25, 1890, Christ 

was offering them “higher and better things” than they ever had before.  But they failed to receive them be-

cause  “The people have not entered into the holy place, where Jesus has gone to make an atonement for his 

children.” 

 What the church at Minneapolis ultimately refused in 1888 was the ‘day of atonement’ cleansing, a 

cleansing of the subconscious mind.  Ellen White wrote  “There is hidden depravity that needs to be carefully 

considered and uprooted. God help us individually to purify our souls by obeying the truth “  1888 Materials 

p.1492.  That would have brought to them the fullness of the Spirit and enabled them to lighten the whole 

world with the glory of God as foretold in Revelation 18.  But instead of entering into a love relationship with 

Jesus, they manifested a hatred and a satanic spirit which revealed a deep, heretofore hidden enmity in the 

heart.  Their experience was similar to the Jews of whom Jesus said,  “If I had not come and spoken unto them, 

they had not had sin “  John 15:22.  The message of 1888 brought to the surface a deep-seated enmity lodged in 

the subconscious mind.  That enmity had to be exposed and expelled before the marriage could take place.  The 

truths that Christ sends are the eye salve which will enable Laodicea to see her real condition and lead to a ‘day 

of atonement’ repentance so that her sins “may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the 

presence of the Lord “  Acts 3:19. 

 What happened in 1888 has been written for our admonition and learning. We who are alive today have 

an account of their sad history.  And those who fail to learn the lesson of history are condemned to repeat its 

mistakes.  The parable of Matthew 22 speaks of a second call to the marriage.  A.T. Jones referred to that when 

he told his hearers “There will be things to come that will be more surprising than that was to those at Minne-

apolis, - more surprising than anything we have yet seen. And, brethren, we will be required to receive and 

preach that truth. But unless you and I have every fiber of that spirit rooted out of our hearts, we will treat that 

message and the messenger by whom it is sent, as God has declared we have treated this other message.”  Feb-

ruary 7, 1893 General Conference Daily Bulletin 

 In Part Two we will see whether A.T. Jones’s predictions will come true.    


