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 (The article following the last posting was originally intended to be on The Knowledge of Evil.  However, 

I decided to post this article before that one because of some confusion resulting from the original sin doctrine.)

  

FILTHY GARMENTS NOT ORIGINAL SIN  

 It is unfortunate that in the discussions regarding the experience of perfection, there is much confusion 

between the identity of the filthy garments in Zechariah 3:1-5,  and the unbiblical doctrine of original sin.  The 

adverse effect in the spiritual experience through entertaining a mistaken concept on this subject is very serious 

indeed.  Our preparation for the judgment of the living, the sealing, the latter rain and translation are all affect-

ed. We are dealing with the very heart of the Third Angel’s message and the true understanding of Daniel 8:14. 

 To pinpoint the problem we first need to consider a basic question,  PERFECTION, WHEN AND HOW?  

The basic questions can be stated as follows. 

 Does the kind of perfection needed to stand without a mediator come through the normal process of sanc-

tification?  Does sanctification bring full perfection of Christ’s character into the life? 

 This question seems to be at the heart of the debate over when and how perfection is attained.  Those who 

teach that sinless perfection of character is attained through daily sanctification are unwittingly holding up a 

standard which such holy men like Job and Daniel or the apostle Paul and John never experienced. Nor do we 

find that kind of teaching in the Spirit of Prophecy, as we will see as we look at some statements. 

 Job’s confession, when God spoke to him after having remained steadfast through his terrible ordeal, was  

“ I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee,  Wherefore, I abhor myself and 

repent in dust and ashes “  Job 40:5-6. 

 Daniel’s confession when he was in vision and in the presence of Christ exclaimed,  “Therefore I was left 

alone, and saw this great vision, and there remained no strength in me: for my comeliness was turned in me 

into corruption, and I retained no strength “  Daniel 10:8.  (Daniel became aware that he was encumbered with 

a corrupt human channel.  See 1 SM 344.) 

 The apostle Paul’s confession that he not attained to sinless perfection was made freely at different times.  

In Philippians 3: 12-15 he actually speaks of two levels of perfection.  The daily perfection that all  have who are 

justified and being sanctified, he claimed for himself and others.  But he first confessed that he had not fully at-

tained to sinless perfection.  Here are his words:   

 “ Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may appre-

hend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: 

but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are 

before,  I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.  Let us therefore, as 

many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this un-

to you “  Philippians 3:12-15.   

 And the Apostle John who experienced the highest level of sanctification stated that “ If we say that we 

have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us “  1 John 1:8.  Even though these heroes of faith at-

tained to the highest level of sanctification, they realized that they were not  ready to stand without a mediator.  

 The Spirit of Prophecy also confirms the fact that daily sanctification, no matter how high the level of at-

tainment, will not make one wholly like Christ.  Note the following statements.  “When I was shown the present 

condition of man in physical, mental, and moral power, and what he might become through the merits of 

Christ, I was astonished that he should preserve such a low level. Man may grow up into Christ, his living head. 



2 

It is not the work of a moment, but that of a lifetime. By growing daily in the divine life, he will not attain to 

the full stature of a perfect man in Christ until his probation ceases. The growing is a continuous work “  4 Tes-

timonies p. 366-367. 

 “None are living Christians unless they have a daily experience in the things of God and daily practice self-

denial, cheerfully bearing the cross and following Christ. Every living Christian will advance daily in the divine 

life. As he advances toward perfection, he experiences a conversion to God every day; and this conversion is not 

completed until he attains to perfection of Christian character, a full preparation for the finishing touch of 

immortality “  2 Testimonies p. 505. 

 “None of the apostles or prophets ever claimed to be without sin. Men who have lived nearest to God, men 

who would sacrifice life itself rather than knowingly commit a wrong act, men whom God had honored with di-

vine light and power, have confessed the sinfulness of their own nature “  Christ Object Lessons p. 160. 

 We need to be careful how we interpret the word ‘nature’ when discussing spiritual things.  The word na-

ture is used for  (1) - The physical body or outer man as in 2 Corinthians 4:16, or (2) -The inner man, the mind, 

heart, or spirit which reveals our character and individuality.  When we speak of a change of nature in spiritual 

matters, we are talking about a change of mind and character.  When that change has been completed through 

Christ’s work in the sanctuary, the followers of Christ will be ready to stand without a mediator and also be 

ready for His coming.   

 The change of nature begins at conversion and continues all through a lifetime of sanctification. But sancti-

fication will not be the same length of time for all of God’s people in these last days.  Yet everyone who is being 

genuinely sanctified at the close of probation will become  without fault and without guile before God as we read 

in Revelation 14:5.  And the question that needs to be answered is how everyone who was living a sanctified life, 

whether shorter or longer, will arrive at the same state of sinless perfection and be sealed in that perfection?   

AN UNWITTING DENIAL OF 1844 

 Those who would argue that perfection and a preparation to stand without a mediator will be attained 

through daily sanctification are unwittingly denying that there is any saving actions by Christ in the most holy 

place of the heavenly sanctuary. What would be the need for 1844 and the special atonement by Christ in the 

most holy place if the saints are prepared to stand without a mediator and  prepared for Christ’s coming through 

daily sanctification?  That position denies the truth of 1844 and Christ’s final atonement like those who follow the 

teachings found in Questions on Doctrine. 

 Unfortunately, there are many professed believers who believe that the filthy garments, the corrupt chan-

nel of humanity is original sin which is inherited from Adam.  That is a ploy of the enemy to confuse the mind so 

that believers will not discern what Christ does for His people on the day of atonement. Original sin is the coun-

terfeit to confuse our understanding on what is cleansed on the day of atonement. It defiles the blessed truth of 

the cleansing of the sanctuary where Inspiration tells us that “ on that day shall the priest make an atonement for 

you, to cleanse you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD “  Leviticus 16:30.   

 In looking at the overall picture of  the things that are arrayed against the greatest, most important and pre-

cious truth ever given to mortals, we can see the enemy of truth attacks it from the left hand and from the right 

hand.  There is the doctrine of original sin and the teaching that sin is inevitable as long as we are in this body.  

Then there is the idea that we attain to perfection when we are truly born again, or through the process of sancti-

fication.  No need of Christ’s  special atonement in the sanctuary. Any position except the one that points to the 

most holy place  where Christ waits to perfect “forever them that are sanctified “  Hebrews 10:14.   


