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CONFUSION OVER WHO WE ARE AND WHY WE ARE HERE 

After reading a recent article about an identity crisis in the church, the reality of that crisis was soundly im-

pressed on my mind.  We do have a crisis identifying what Adventism is all about, and what the message is 

which identifies us as the remnant people of God.  And what kind of experience is that message to produce 

which wasn’t manifested before 1844?   

One very important point we need to note is that since 1844, Christ has been carrying on a dual ministry, 

one for the dead and one for the living.  For the dead, He is making the final atonement and blotting out 

their sins.  See EW p. 254 & 280.  But for the living, He is still providing the benefits of the first apartment.  

GC. p. 429-430 tells us,  “ But while it was true that that door of hope and mercy by which men had for 

eighteen hundred years found access to God, was closed, another door was opened, and forgiveness of sins 

was offered to men through the intercession of Christ in the most holy. “ There is no forgiveness for sins 

provided on the day of atonement, only the blotting out of sins.   

So before Christ blots out our sins, what kind of experience will Christ’s true followers have?  The article 

mentioned previously, presents many good statements on becoming new creatures in Christ through the 

new birth, and experiencing genuine sanctification.  But unfortunately it berated those who acknowledge 

themselves to be sinners. Perhaps the confusion comes when we don’t recognize the difference between 

practicing known sins and having confessed and forsaken all known sins. Those who are obeying God to the 

best of their knowledge and ability will still realize the sinfulness of their past sins.  “ None of the apostles 

and prophets ever claimed to be without sin. Men who have lived the nearest to God, men who would sacri-

fice life itself rather than knowingly commit a wrong act, men whom God has honored with divine light and 

power, have confessed the sinfulness of their nature “  AA p. 560.  And in 5T p. 48 we read;  “ Are you in 

Christ? Not if you do not acknowledge yourselves erring, helpless, condemned sinners. “ 

Not until our sins are blotted out can we be free either legally or experientially from them.  The parable of 

the two debtors of Matthew 18:23-35 shows that we are not legally free from our pardoned sins until they 

are blotted out.  And experientially our past sins still have their debilitating effect on our Christian experi-

ence.  DA p. 302 says,  “ Every impure thought defiles the soul, impairs the moral sense, and tends to oblite-

rate the impressions of the Holy Spirit. It dims the spiritual vision, so that men cannot behold God. The 

Lord may and does forgive the repenting sinner; but though forgiven, the soul is marred “  DA 302.   

When sins are pardoned and forsaken, the aren’t blotted out. They are covered.  Psalm 32:1 says, “  Blessed 

is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. “  And Psalm 85:2 says,  “ Thou hast forgiven 

the iniquity of thy people, Thou hast covered all their sin.”   We also have this statement from RH June 21, 

1892.  “A new song bursts forth from the heart that has been touched by divine grace; for he realizes that the 

promise of God has been fulfilled in his experience, that his transgression is forgiven, his sin covered. “ 

We have come to a critical point of time in Adventism.  The peculiar work of Christ in His most holy place 

ministry is being confused with His first apartment ministry.  Many who expound on the fundamental 

truths of the gospel are presenting the experience of daily sanctification as the way to obtain the kind of per-

fection needed to stand without a mediator after the close of probation.  The final atonement is presented as 

having been accomplished when every sin has been overcome and put away.  But that is a serious error. 

 We need to realize that Christ did not go to the most holy place to provide the grace to overcome every sin 

and besetment.  That is a prerequisite to the final atonement, but not the accomplishment of it.  He has done 

all that in His first apartment ministry.  And His first apartment ministry is still going on for the living while 
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the judgment is going on for the dead since 1844.  So at the present time, the living have the benefits of par-

don, justification and grace to overcome all sin in their lives.  That is important before the judgment begins 

with the living. And the judgment of the living will not begin until the image to the beast is enforced. 

The pertinent question facing God’s professed people at this time is why we need another atonement even 

after sins have been overcome and put away?  The day of atonement is  “ for you, to cleanse you, that ye may 

be clean from all your sins before the LORD “  Leviticus 16:30.  But what remains to be cleansed after all sins 

have been confessed, overcome and put away?  Inspiration is replete with statements that show us what re-

mains after sins have been pardoned and forsaken.  Note the following: 

“ The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron, and with the point of a diamond: it is graven upon the table 

of their heart, and upon the horns of your altars “  Jeremiah 17:1. 

“ Now Joshua was clothed with filthy garments, and stood before the angel “  Zechariah 3:3. 

“ For I delight in the law of God after the inward man:  But I see another law in my members, warring 

against the law of my mind, and bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in my members “  Ro-

mans 7:22-23. 

“  It is true that some may see their folly and repent. God may pardon them. But they have wounded their 

own souls, and brought upon themselves a lifelong peril. The power of discernment, which ought ever to 

be kept keen and sensitive to distinguish between right and wrong, is in a great measure destroyed “  COL 

55. 

“ Every mistake, every error, unimportant though it may be regarded, leaves a scar in this life and a blot on 

the heavenly records “  OHC 227. 

“ Common sins, however insignificant they may be regarded, will impair your moral sense, and extinguish 

the inward impression of the Spirit of God. The character of the thoughts leaves its imprint upon the soul, 

and all low conversation pollutes the mind. All evil works ruin to those who commit it. God may and will 

forgive the repenting sinner, but though forgiven, the soul is marred; the power of the elevated thought 

possible to the unimpaired mind is destroyed. Through all time the soul bears the scars “  FCE 195. 

“ Those who take the lead in these things bring upon the cause a stain not easily effaced. They wound their 

own souls, and through their lifetime will carry the scars. The evildoer may see his sins and repent; God 

may pardon the transgressor; but the powers of discernment, which ought ever to be kept keen and sensitive 

to distinguish between the sacred and the common, are in a great measure destroyed “  8T 66. 

“ Now it may be it is not too late. Now it may be you can repent. But even if pardon is written against your 

names, you will sustain terrible loss; for the scars you have made upon your souls will remain “  TM 447. 

“ The religious services, the prayers, the praise, the penitent confession of sin ascend from true believers as 

incense to the heavenly sanctuary, but passing through the corrupt channels of humanity, they are so de-

filed that unless purified by blood, they can never be of value with God. They ascend not in spotless puri-

ty, and unless the Intercessor, who is at God's right hand, presents and purifies all by His righteousness, it is 

not acceptable to God “  1SM 344. 

It will be helpful to remember that our character is made up of our thoughts and feelings.  See 5T 310.  Good 

thoughts and feelings make for a good character and bad thoughts and feelings make for a bad character.  

Our mind stores all the thoughts and feelings we have had during our lifetime.  As a result, there is a mixture 

of good and evil thoughts that make up our character.  Our bad thoughts and feelings may have been par-
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doned and forsaken, but they are not blotted out and will continue to mar our character. Even if we were 

never to commit another sin, we would still have a defective character because of their deleterious effect. 

While we are encumbered with the record of past sins in the mind, we cannot reflect the character of Jesus 

fully, because He never had any sin recorded in His mind. 

Inspiration tells us,  “ When I was shown the present condition of man in physical, mental, and moral pow-

er, and what he might become through the merits of Christ, I was astonished that he should preserve such a 

low level. Man may grow up into Christ, his living head. It is not the work of a moment, but that of a life-

time. By growing daily in the divine life, he will not attain to the full stature of a perfect man in Christ 

until his probation ceases “  4T p. 366-367.  And our probation closes at the judgment of the living.  See 1SM 

p. 125.  During probationary time is when we are to confess and forsake all our sins. 

We can see the proof of the continuing effect of past sins when we look at the  144,000 just before they have 

their sins blotted.  In Zechariah 3:1-5 and 5T 472-475 they are depicted on the day of atonement as having 

defective characters and still clothed in filthy garments, the results of past sins which were confessed and 

put away.  They are fully conscious of their past sins and are pleading for purity of heart.  They are pleading 

to have their filthy garments removed.  That is what the final atonement is all about.  It is to forever blot out 

the lifetime of sins which were written with a pen of iron and the point of a diamond on the tables of their 

hearts. 

When that is done, there is a mighty change in their experience.  That is described in the following: from 5T 

475.  “ As the people of God afflict their souls before Him, pleading for purity of heart, the command is giv-

en, "Take away the filthy garments" from them, and the encouraging words are spoken, "Behold, I have 

caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment." The spotless robe of 

Christ's righteousness is placed upon the tried, tempted, yet faithful children of God. The despised remnant 

are clothed in glorious apparel, nevermore to be defiled by the corruptions of the world. Their names are 

retained in the Lamb's book of life, enrolled among the faithful of all ages. They have resisted the wiles of the 

deceiver; they have not been turned from their loyalty by the dragon's roar. Now they are eternally secure 

from the tempter's devices. Their sins are transferred to the originator of sin. And the remnant are not only 

pardoned and accepted, but honored. "A fair miter" is set upon their heads. They are to be as kings and 

priests unto God. While Satan was urging his accusations and seeking to destroy this company, holy angels, 

unseen, were passing to and fro, placing upon them the seal of the living God. “ 

This is the experience of the most holy place. The Advent movement was called into existence to present this 

advanced truth which is to bring the seal of God to God’s people, enabling them to lighten the whole world 

with the glory of God’s character.  But there will be no latter rain without the blotting out of sins at the judg-

ment of the living.  Acts 3:19 tells us,  “ Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted 

out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord. “   

Satan hates this truth because it will bring his tenure in this world to a speedy close.  He has conspired to 

hold the minds of God’s people in darkness about this truth until the door is closed.  1SM 124-125 tells us 

that   “ We are in the great day of atonement, when our sins are, by confession and repentance, to go be-

forehand to judgment. God does not now accept a tame, spiritless testimony from His ministers. Such a tes-

timony would not be present truth. The message for this time must be meat in due season to feed the church 

of God. But Satan has been seeking gradually to rob this message of its power, that the people may not be 

prepared to stand in the day of the Lord. “   Satan has robbed us of our true identity.  As a result, many 

SDA’s do not know who they are or why they are here.  The answer is found Daniel 8:14. 


